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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all! | hope you and your childre
enjoyed the festive events over the last week or so. It was lovely to see so many |
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team prepared a delicious Christmas lunch on Tuesday for staff and pupils and t
iors enjoyed a party afterwards with a special visit from Santa. The annual pantg
trip was a great success as was the carol singing at The Spinney. You can re
about all these events in the newsletter. On a personal note, | would like to than
for all the lovely presents; it was most generous of you. The Spring

e
term begins on Thursday 5 January at normal time. | look forwarcﬂi‘
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seeing you then.
Normanhurst School HelpLanka Charity Award

A special assembly was held at Normanhurst School in North Chingford to preg
cheque for £250 from a sponsored walk in nearby Epping Fo8sst Goonetillake frof
Help Lanka charity came along to receive the cheque, the charity supports victimg

tsunami which claimed many lives on December 26 200Bhe association betwe
Normanhurst and Sri Lanka first helped to rebuild communities and give immedia
aid, now 6 years orthe charity has developed its range of support to helping indivi
children in a sponsor scheme. The children of Normanhurst were shown slides

children they help and some of the new educational toys and games they R
provide. A special award in recognition of the aid that Normanhurst has given ové
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children to realise how fortunate they are and how raising money on a sponsored
OKAf RQ}3

Oby YF1S8 F 0A3 RAFTFSNBYOS G2 |

N w NORMANHURST SCHOOL
B

:{/;-,-,

Main R, ception

sent

of th
n

firs
Hual
of th
Elpec
r the




Normanhurst December Issue 2011

CAROL SERVICE

What a lovely and joyous occasion the Carol Service was. Mr Shrubsole enabled the junior childrgn to
present a moving and entertaining account of the Christmas Story. The singing and music was excgllent
and it was great to hear the Senior Handbell Group perform in public for the first time. Thank you|to

Miss Digby for leading this new extra curricular music activity. The Staff Choir treated us to a carol;|this
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Father Tom spoke to us about the Christmas Message and we are very grateful for warm invitation to
his Church. We wish him well as he moves on to a new Parish in Chelmsford.

We were really pleased that so many parents were able to join us and gave so generously to [the
retiring collection DeBRA. The collection total was £171.08.

CAROL SINGING AT THE SPINNEY

On Tuesday afternoon of 13th December members of the Senior Boys' Choir and Yasmin Miekle entertained
the residents at the Spinney residential care home in Forest View. We treated them to a programme of car-
ols, followed by Jingle Bells and Rudolph, the Red Nose Reindeer. Soon staff and residents were singing
along and enjoying themselves. Michael McMann also played a Spanish dance on his violin and Yasmin
played Tambourin on her Viola.

Members of the Charity Committee then went round distributing Christmas cards to all the residents and Roses
chocolates. Pupils and residents were soon having a chat over delicious refreshments. One of the residents
told Mrs Reeve that we must be very proud of our pupils as they are so talented. We also met Ginger the
cat. We look forward to our next visit in the spring. Thanks to Mr Sanger for playing the piano and Mrs Reeve
for getting everyone into the festive spirit with her Santa hat.
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PANTOMIME TRIP
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lived in a big palace. Sadly she only lived with her father the King because her mother ran away with the
milkman.

When Aurora was born, the wicked Fairy put a curse on her that when she pricked her finger, the bea
young princess would die. So from that moment onwards everything sharp in the Kingdom was banned
Good Fairy changed the curse so that if Aurora pricked her finger she would sleep for a hundred years.
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| thought the costumes were very good and | thought the voices were very loud and clej
The singers were very good and clear.

| think it was a brilliant idea by Mrs Prior because it was funny and super. | could watch
again, again and again!

Jenna Year 5
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INFANT CHRISTMAS PLAY
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Kindergarten, Reception, Year One and Two were very busy this term learning lines and songs fof
production of Rock the Baby. The children all came together to demonstrate the true meaning of Christ
We had it all from twinkling stars, animal band, modern dancing angels and of course kings, shepH
al NBEX W2aSLKZI | SNBERY !y3St DIONRSE FyR gK2 02
there was not a dry eye in the houseSinging, dancing, wonderful narrators and great acting was tf
wonderful production once again.
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PRESENTATION EVENING

Every year we welcome back former students and their families to celebrate their GCSE achieve-
ments and to present certificates and awards. The event took place on Friday 18 November.
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viola, Michael on violin and Isobel who played a piano duet with My Sanger, the Head of Music.
As well as presenting two special Independent Schools Association awards for Art, we also
announced the prize for Outstanding Academic Achievement to Charlie, with 9 A*/A grades, and
for Outstanding Academic Progress to Elis, who gained at least one grade higher than his target
grade in all of his subjects and two grades higher in some.

All the pupils who left Normanhurst in 2011 are in further education, pursuing their studies. We
wish them all continued success.
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CEOPS ASSEMBLY FOR SENIORS

Pupils were delivered a blunt warning about the importance of protecting their online profiles by a fascin
talk from the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre.

We learned during the talk, which was delivered during a session on Monday morning allocated to PHS

pting

F, that

Facebook users are meant to be over 14 years old. However, in fact 45% of young people under the age of 14

use the social networking site, leaving them open to the possibility of abuse from older paedophiles unl
rigid security measures are adopted.

Our pupils from Years 7 to 9 saw a film about a girl called Becky who was subjected toutlyfimy because

PSS

she had been lax with security and failed to protect her profile. Thankfully, she did the right thing and r¢ported

the person bullying her to the police who came and arrested the suspect. We were told that it is now eaf
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The message delivered to our pupils was therefore that cjodlying should be reported promptly before it
escalates out of control. Our students were also warned to be careful about what they put out over the
net because it can affect job prospects later in life. Prospective employers now monitor the internet site
by applicants, who may fail to get the job if they have behaved inappropriately.
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GIFTED AND TALENTED TALK ON INTERNET SAFETY AT CHIGWELL S

A group of Gifted and Talented students were given the opportunity to go to Chigwell School, for the

year running, to enjoy a talk organised by the staff there. This year the talk was given by Sir David Pe

was the head of GCHQ (Government Communications Head Quarters) between 2003 and 2008. The
was discussed at the talk was internet safety, which unlike most internet safety talks did not just focus @
bullying. For example, Sir David Pepper explained to us why it is important to use complex passwords
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work that we were doing in ICT at the time. Also Sir David Pepper explained the effects of your compufger being

hacked and used to steal money and credit card details. Another thing that was explained to us wag

ruses spread and can keep on spreading until the-dniis providers find a way to locate and get rid of th
which was something that most people at the talk were unaware of. Overall it was a very enjoyable tal
was both interesting and informative.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
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On Friday 11th November the whole school took part in the act of remembrance.

Reception stood in silence holding their poppies in shape of a cross whilst the trumpet was played.
It was very poignant and moving, allowing us all a moment for reflection.

On the following Monday Reception walked along to the war memorial, this concluded a mini topic on
the Festival of Remembrance, we made Soul cakes in cookery, and discovered why the poppy was cho-
sen as the symbol for this important day.

The School Poppy Appeal rai sed A100!
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YEAR 8 TRIP TO THE LONDON DUNGEONS

The Year 8 School Trip to the London Dungeon on 21 November was an enjoyable and educational expsg
our students. Their studies will be enhanced by what they learned in a number of key areas such as t
Plague of London and how criminals were tortured. This would include having your tongue ripped out as
being poked with a red hot iron. Through rgday, a number of pupils cowered in fear as they waited in a
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the mass murderer Jack the Ripper.
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YEAR 5 ASSEMBLY ASDAN BREAKFAST BITES

On Thursday 17th November Year 5 took the JynigOur Year 11 pupils raised money as part of their wo
School Assembly. The children performeedhort play | for their ASDAN CoPE award. They worked with the
called " John Chapman's Good Fortun&he play wag | kitchen staff to provide some delicious breakfast foo
part of the CPSHE work that the classl been undert
taking about 'fairness'.

1"

Despite a last minute change of characters, the
children undertookheir roles very well and the play
was well received.

The children had been working very hard on their lineg
and so the audience could hear everything they wedre
saying.
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