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RECEPTION CHINESE NEW YEAR ASSEMBLY 

 
Reception got the Chinese New Year off to a wonderful start with an assembly telling the Chi-

nese New Year Animal story.  Later the children enjoyed a Chinese themed lunch and even had 
a go at using chopsticks! 

 
 
From the Headmistress 
 
The first half of the Spring Term is always a busy time in independent schools. We held the first 
round of 11+ entrance examinations and I met with every set of parents and interviewed each 
child who wants to be considered for a place in Year 7 in September.  Our own Year 6 class also 
took part in the examinations and much hard work was evidenced in the results. Well done 
Year 6! 
Another highlight this term has been the class assemblies, which have taken place on Mondays 
and Thursdays. It has been lovely to welcome so many parents into junior assembly on a 
Thursday morning to see their children take part. You can read more about them in this news-
letter. 
L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎŀǘŜǎΦ 
Thank you for your ongoing support for the school and for your feedback. A comment I hear 
over and over again is how happy you find the school; how both the staff and the pupils seem 
to enjoy school and that the atmosphere is very positive. That certainly fulfils one of our aims 
as a school. 
As you read through the newsletter, I hope you enjoy reading about all that has been going on 

in school. Have a relaxing half term break! 
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SNOW WHITE ς THURSDAY 20TH JANUARY 2011 
On Thursday 20th January 2011 Normanhurst Juniors visited the Kenneth More theatre to watch 
ŀ ǇŀƴǘƻƳƛƳŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ{ƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ  .ŜŀǳǘȅΩΦ  ²Ŝ ƭŜŦǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ мΦнлǇƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ нΦллǇƳΦ  ²Ŝ 
took our seats at around 2.20pm. 
!ǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǊȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ΨCƭƻǊŀΩ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǘ 
the scene of the birth of Princess Aurora. All the Flower Fairies gave a charming gift to the new-
born baby. 
The story of Sleeping Beauty continued with many different comical scenes. 
Our favourite parts were in the school and the X Factor tunnel which Nurse Nelly stood in.  The 
comical act in the school was when Billy fell off his chair and when Billy said a rude poem.  The 
most interesting scene of the X Factor was when she was posing.  Although the best stage set-
tings were in the illuminous lighted forest and the funniest part was when the characters were in 
the tardes dodging famous figures such as Simon Cowell and Boris Johnson. 
hǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ΨǎǳǇŜǊŎŀƭŀŦǊŀƧŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΩΗ 
 

  Year 6  Geography and Art trip to the River Ching 
 

On Friday the 4th Feb Year 6 donned their wellies and embarked on a trip to the River Ching. Combining         
Geography with Art the children had a creative and engaging afternoon dropping ping pong balls into the river 
to measure the flow and making sketches of the meandering river. There was time for a quick paddle before 
heading back to school having had a thoroughly enjoyable learning experience. 
 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘǊƛǇΦ ²Ƙŀǘ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿέ  
Jacob (Year 6) 
άL ƭŜŀǊƴǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƛǾŜǊέ 
Victoria (Year 6) 
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TRIP TO HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 
 

BY RAY AND TAYLOR (7N) 
 

On the 27th January we went to the Houses of Parliament.  It was a trip for the Gifted and Talented pupils from 
Years 7-11.  Mrs Kleinfeld, our history teacher, came with us on the trip along with Year 5 teacher, Mr      
Shrubsole and an assistant.  We walked down to Chingford Station and got the tube and when we arrived we 
sat near the river to have lunch.  We then went into the Houses of Parliament. 
 
When we were inside we met a wonderful lady who kept our belongings in a trolley and gave us all a visitor 
card which we hooked around our necks.  After settling in, we were put in two groups and were given a guide 
who was going to be with us for the rest of the day.  We first went to the Great Hall called the Central Lobby 
where Sarah, our Tour Guide, explained to us how Kings and Queens used to live. 
 
As we continued our journey, Sarah explained all the things that occurred in the early ages and she showed us 
different statues of famous people.  We then saw peers debating in the House of Lords.   It was astonishing 
that for the first time in our lives we were looking at how society debates about how to improve our lives.  The 
seats were very soft and comfortable. 
 
A couple of minutes in there and we were off to the House of Commons. 
 
In the House of Commons we sat down to see what the seats were like and saw a debate going on in front of 
us about the Scottish Bill.  We listened to one of the MPs speak for a couple of minutes and then were off to 
the classroom activity part of the tour. 
 
Before we got to the classroom activity we met the other half of the group who had finished their tour as well.  
We walked to the classroom where we approached a lady who told us to sit down.  Beneath each one of our 
seats was a remote which we had to pick up.  The lady talked about the different aspects of life and then said 
ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ  wŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŜŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊέΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀŘȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ǉǳƛȊ ƎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƳƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ        
select the correct answer about the Houses of Parliament. 
 
After we had finished that, we all were taken down to the front door where we got back our belongings.  We 
walked back to the station and came back to school.  It was an excellent experience. 
 
 

Gifted and Talented pupils standing outside the Palace of Westminster 
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VISIT TO JEWISH MUSEUM IN CAMDEN ï MONDAY 7

TH
 FEBRUARY 2011 

 
A busy day at the Jewish Museum in Camden. 
  
On 7th February Year 8 spend the day at the Jewish museum, viewing the items on display in the galleries, 
handling objects, making a 3D model synagogue and learning about the Jewish way of life at home and in the 
synagogue.  It proved to be an action-packed programme which our tutor, Jessica, had laid on for us. 
here are some of our comments on the day: 
  

óWe played Hannukah games.'  
'I liked the Jewish kitchen.  You could smell chicken soup cooking.ô  
'I enjoyed learning about how Jews keep Shabbat.ô 
óThe teacher was very interesting.ô  
óThere was an enormous ark from Venice.ô 
óI learned a lot about Hannukah.ô  
óYou feel really special when you wear a prayer shawl.ô  
óThere were amazing silver and gold objects on display.ô 
óWe made a charity ladder.ô 
óThe overall experience was good.ô  
 

BREAKFAST BITE 

The Year 11 ASDAN students sold bacon and sausage sandwiches and also hot chocolate over two break 

times as part of gaining credits towards their ASDAN course.  They raised £134.85 that was donated to the 

RSPCA. They all enjoyed it and gained valuable experience about how to organise a charity event. 

Irah, Lilian, Oliver and Alex at the Jewish Museum 

Ashleigh, Tori and Ronnie serving breakfast 
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GCSE  SAATCHI GALLERY VISIT 
 
On Thursday the 20th of January  Normanhurst Art and Design GCSE pupils of Years 10 and 11 made a 
visit to the Saatchi Gallery to seek inspiration and ideas for their coursework. 
On arrival we were amazed to see Charles Saatchi himself deep in discussion at the front of the building. 
We were promptly greeted by our guide who introduced the pupils to the current exhibition by giving us 
an excellent tour highlighting some of the shows key features. 
The pupils came to see the latest exhibition at the gallery entitled Newspeak 2 which features an array of 
cutting edge artists, some not much older than our Year 11s! 
 During the visit our pupils were able to make annotated sketches of the most inspiring works on show. 
We are looking forward to seeing all the exciting artwork produced as a result of this visit. 
Mr Beint (Head of Art and Design) 
 

Ajitha, Thomas and Natasha τ Year 11 

Pupils from Year 11 at the Saatchi Gallery Tenzin (Year 10) sketching at the Saatchi Gallery 
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PSHE ASSEMBLY ς SELF DEFENCE 
Wŀǎƻƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΗ 

 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ Wŀǎƻƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΦ  hƴ мтth January he gave an educative 
and enjoyable talk to the Years 7,8,9 and 10 on how to stay safe when walking in the street.  As you can see 
from the photos, the pupils were delighted to take part in demonstrations, scenarios and role play.  They felt        
ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A report from Mary in Year 11 
�µOur English trip took us to the Dominion Theatre in Tottenham Court Road. 
 
We took the train to the event where we saw six different poets, these included:  Simon Armitage, John Agard, 
and Imtiaz Dharker.  Most of these poets have had poems in the current AQA Anthology that we are studying 
for GCSE.  It was very interesting to hear first-ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜǘǎΩ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
made for language and poetic techniques used when they wrote  their poems.  This visit will be very helpful 
with our upcoming GCSEs as we  will be able to compare  our interpretation of the poem with knowledge and 
understanding from the poets who wrote the poems. 
 
It was also very intriguing to hear the poets themselves read the poems.  The most memorable poets of the 
night were John Agard and Simon Armatige, because not only did they appeal to us through language and 
ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻŜƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƻŜƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ WƻƘƴ !ƎŀǊŘΩǎ 
ǇƻŜƳ Ψ[ƛǘǘƭŜ wŜŘ wƛŘƛƴƎ IƻƻŘƛŜΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ 
ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ D/{9ΦΩ 

Imtiaz Dharker Simon Armitage 

John Agard Gillian Clarke 


