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In this issue:  

Design Technology Art Deco Tour 
As a part of their Design Technology studies Mr Tuvey and Miss Harmon took 
Year 8 pupils on a tour of Art Deco buildings in the area  to gain insights into 
this fascinating design style. Pupils have been working on a resistant materials 
project in DT and have produced some fantastic Art Deco style clocks. 

From the Headmistress 
Spring has arrived and it has been lovely to see the pupils enjoying the sun-
shine and warmer weather. The playground rules devised by the juniors are 
newly displayed on colourful notices outside, younger pupils are making the 
most of the new play equipment and seniors can be found revising at picnic 
tables. 
This term has had many highlights: Year 7 have seen their writing published, 
we have entered Art competitions, taken part in the ISA netball competition in 
Rugby, a range of House events and trips have taken place and we held a very 
successful open morning during which pupil guides were excellent                 
ambassadors for the school. Pupils, parents and staff joined together for our 
service at the Parish Church to celebrate Easter and a ski trip with 31 pupils set 
off for the Italian Alps. 
We say goodbye to two members of staff at the end of this term: Mrs  
Haslehurst and Mrs Simmance. They have been  dedicated teachers  
and I am very grateful for all they have done for the pupils at                
Normanhurst School. We wish them well for the future. 
 
Claire Osborn 
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One of the Art Deco buildings  
visited by year 8 pupils 
 Walthamstow Stadium 

Example of Year 8 pupils Art Deco 



 

Normanhurst Inter-House Photography Competition 2011 
 
An exciting event was launched by the Art and Design department last month inviting all pupils from 
Nursery to Year 11 (and staff!) to submit a photo for an inter-house photography competition. The 
categories were nature, landscape, portrait and the prize was huge amounts of house points! The          
response from pupils of all years was fantastic and as a result judges Mrs Osborn, Mr Tuvey and Mr 
Beint had the arduous task of choosing winners and runners up from each category. 
The overall winner was Siena Reed in Year 9 with her atmospheric black and white image of  
Westminster (pictured). 
 
 

Above :-  Siena Reed (9N) 

Photography Competition Winners! 
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A Warm Welcome For Normanhurst 
  
On March 8th Year 7 went with Mrs Reeve and Mr Grobler to the Hindu temple in Neasden and 
found a warm welcome.  On the electronic notice board in reception was a welcome to Normanhurst 
School and we were taught by our guide to greet each other in the Hindu way, saying 'Namaste'. 
There was a lot to see and do.  There seemed to be many more rooms than in a church. There was 
even a gym!  One room housed an exhibition with lots of  information on Hinduism. Most impressive 
was the actual mandir with its seven pinnacles, six domes and fantastic carvings.  We spent five    
minutes just sitting under the dome in silence taking in the beauty of the marble carvings. This was 
after Darshan ς viewing - the 11 shrines and 17 murti - images of the gods. The shrines were gold and 
the murti were dressed in bright colours.  We saw a priest washing one of the images at the shrine   
downstairs. We also attended the Arti ceremony- the ceremony of flame offered to the gods and 
then to the  worshippers in a blessing. 
  
Although there were masses of people,  school parties and Hindus in the temple, the atmosphere 
was warm, peaceful and relaxing.  The chanting, ringing of bells and the music added to the special 
feeling of the place.  Ryan said that he felt they welcomed non-Hindus very well and invited them to 
share their worship.  The girls had to wear long skirts to show respect to the Gods. It was quite       
difficult going upstairs in them! After Arti we went out on to the terrace which overlooks the football 
stadium at Wembley. 
  
We also watched a video on how the temple was built. We tried meditating on the sacred symbol 
AUM. The shop proved  popular and most people bought mala - prayer beads, key rings, incense or 
images of Ganesha or Shiva. 
  
The temple houses many treasures and has high profile security.   
  
Written by 7N and Mrs Reeve 

Year 11 Visit to 'The Spinney'  
 

On Monday 11th March Year 11 visited our local residential Care Home 'The Spinney'.  This is because 
they have been studying care of the elderly as the final part of their GCSE RE course.  We were served 
refreshments in one of the lounges and met the manager Jane Sadowski, Kim, the Head of Care and 
Wendy, the Activities Co-ordinator.  They gave us a great insight into the needs of their residents,  
including those suffering from dementia. 
 

We then looked round the home and met many of the residents, including a lady who is 103 and who 
is very alert. There were lots of conversations and our time went very quickly.  The manager has     
invited Y11 back to have lunch with the residents. 

 

She is also willing to offer pupils work experience or community service                
opportunities.  Tori is very keen to do this and will be helping there on Wednesday 
afternoons for the rest of her time at Normanhurst. 
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YEAR 5 VISIT THE GALLERY OF AN IMPORTANT VICTORIAN WRITER, ARTIST AND DESIGNER 
 
On Wednesday the 8th March we went to the wonderful William Morris Gallery.  The building we 
went in was called Water House. Water House was where William Morris lived for part of his life. 
You could tell it was used by someone famous because there is a blue plaque with William Morris 
on it. The building is very historic. I was amazed how beautiful the building was. All the blinds and 
shutters were closed because if the sunshine shone on the paintings, furniture, ceramics, glass, 
books, carpets, tapestries, clothes and armour they would disintegrate.  
 
Just before we went in we all had our picture taken while Water House was in the background.  
 
We went in, our eyes were already popping out like springs. The first room we went in had one of 
the biggest carpets I had ever seen in my life. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊǇŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ tŜŀŎƻŎƪ /ŀǊǇŜǘέΦ bŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǇŜǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǾŜƴΦ 
Also around were some more designs of his own. On the other side of the room were introduction, 
fliers and quiz sheets. 
 
We moved to another room. That room was mostly full of ceramic tiles. Some of the tiles had     
designs on from different plays. For example he had one which had Romeo and Juliet on it. The 
tiles were just wonderful. We were amazed by the fact that he had the patience to work on them 
for so long.  
 
The next room was all about furniture, wooden blocks and curtains. 
 
I really liked the wooden blocks and it would have taken the workers quite a long time to engrave 
the blocks to make the wallpaper. I also liked the curtains, they had all William Morris designs on 
them, it was all birds and peacocks. There was also a self portrait of William Morris when he was 
approximately 32 years old. I drew that picture of him. There were wallpaper designs of flowers, 
birds and peacocks. The peacocks were very eye catching and beautiful. 
 
I would like to go to Water House again because it is fascinating that William Morris did as much as 
five people could do in a lifetime.  I also learnt that William Morris lived there for eight years. It  
inspires me to be like him. 
 
By Joshua and Zaman  
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NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEKτA TRIP TO BANCROFTS SCHOOL 

 
On Friday 11th aŀǊŎƘ нлммΣ мл ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊƳŀƴƘǳǊǎǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ .ŀƴŎǊƻŦǘΩǎ 
School for a School Science Fair. Five pupils from Yr 5 and Yr 6 were chosen, they were from Yr 5 
Brandon, Zaman, Taylor, Paul and myself. The pupils from Yr 6 were Alex, Mitchell, Michael L., 
Sarah and Victoria. Mr Shrubsole came with us and Mr Farrow drove us there. Mr Permale organ-
ised the visit. 
 
The Head of Science gave us an introduction of what was going to happen that day. It was not 
just our school though, there were lots of other schools as well. We were given  goody bags that 
had a stamp book that we could have stamped after each of the events and so that we could 
keep everything we made and won. After that we were given a VIth form student to escort us 
around to the events. We knew that this was going to be fun. 
 
First Paul volunteered to help with the experiment. Paul was asked to sit on a chair while the 
other students held a water balloon over his head, whilst another student tried to set fire to the 
ōŀƭƭƻƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘΦ 
 
Next Paul, Zaman and myself were asked to read words that were coloured in. It was not that 
easy 
though. We had to say out loud the colour of the word not the words that were written down. 
We did it eventually and the student said that we use 90% of the right side of our brain. 
 
There were dangerous experiments. Firstly the Head of Chemistry made very large bubbles. The 
VIth form students put the bubbles on their hands and put them over a burner. It created a huge 
flame that went up to the ceiling. Then the head of Chemistry got a tube and put some food dye 
into the tube. Then he put a special chemical in the tube and then foam blasted out of the tube 
silently but very fast.  
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INTER HOUSE MUSIC COMPETITION 
 

 
History was made at Normanhurst on the 14th Marchτthe first inter-house singing  
competition took place and a fun event it was too. 
 
Both houses showed great spirit, with Warren featuring some breath-taking freestyling by 
Moyo Ajibade (7N) assisted by the talented William English of Year 1. 
 
It was also good to see staff participating with the students (I think I spied Mr Gough singing 
with Warren) - this was particularly so with the winning house, Connaught, who were so ably 
directed by Miss Digby. 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŦŜŜƭ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ 
all who took part. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Connaught House singing for the House Music Cup 

Freestyling from the Warren House 
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